population of Galapagos had taken care., firstly, to put on
them the American impress (as it had put the African impress
upon the inhabitants of the islands off Cape de Verd), and
secondly., had created a separate variety of finch for every
rock that jutted into the ocean, and furthermore had tried
to make the difference between the varieties just barely
perceptible?
Darwin returned home in 1836. His notebooks (which
were not made public until long after his death) leave no
doubt that already at that time he was firmly convinced that
the question about a "creative power7' must be answered in
the negative. In 1837, it was no longer a "feeling/' but a
distinctly defined thought.
Darwin, however, published only his geological observa-
tions, his theory of the origin of coral islands (atolls), which
has been retained in science to the present day, and a treatise
on the Cirripedia, an order of Crustacea like acorn shells
and barnacles and allied parasitic forms. This was a funda-
mental work on the Cirripedia, which hitherto had been a
brain-racking problem to systematizers because of the con-
fusion of species, varieties and families.
Five zoologists worked for six years on the material
Darwin collected, and his book, Journal of Researches During
the Voyage of H.M.S. "Beagle" Round the World was read like
a thrilling novel.
He went away a self-taught amateur and came back a
universally recognized scientist of outstanding talent. But
few of those who flung open before him the doors of scientific
societie and expressed regret that this grave, sober-minded
researcher, who always backed his arguments with hundreds
of facts, so rarely appeared at university centres, knew that
he was sitting at home filling closely-written pages of note-
books with researches of quite a different kind.
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